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THE AFRICAN LANGUAGES
AND TRANSLATION PROGRAM

The Africa Institute proudly presents immersive language courses
in Amharic, Hausa, Arabic, and Kiswahili, designed for non-native
speakers. These courses, licensed by the Sharjah Private Education
Authority (SPEA), debut in October 2023, fostering communicative
competence and cultural understanding.

Introduction

Established in 2018, The Africa Institute in Sharjah, United Arab
Emirates (UAE), is an interdisciplinary academic research institute
dedicated to the study, research, and documentation of Africa

and the African diaspora. As a research-based think-tank and

a postgraduate studies centre, our mission is to nurture a new
generation of critical thinkers in the humanities and social sciences.
At the core of our offerings is the robust and dynamic African
Languages and Translation program, designed to offer you in-depth
study of a less-commonly taught language and a unique window into
the diverse cultural mosaic of UAE and the African continent.

Language Courses



AIMS AND STRUCTURE
OF THE COURSES

Join our African Languages and Translation program for engaging
and interactive 8-week courses led by experienced instructors.

We offer three levels: Elementary (1 & 2), Intermediate (1 & 2), and
Advanced (1 & 2), available in-person or online. Upon completion,
you will receive a certificate of achievement, marking your language
journey with us.

Level 1

Elementary (1 & 2) (60hrs): Acquire basic communicative skills,
expressing yourself orally and in writing using elementary vocabulary
and grammar. Topics span personal introductions, family, studies,
hobbies, and work life.

Level 2

Intermediate (1 & 2) (60hrs): Progress by mastering grammar
intricacies, idiomatic expressions, and deeper understanding of
cultural contexts. Emphasis is placed on oral and written proficiency,
exploring culture, society, and relevant topics.

Level 3

Advanced (1 & 2) (60hrs): Elevate your language prowess with
advanced oral and writing skills. Engage with oral and written
literature and other complex texts to further enhance your
proficiency and prepare for translation practice. Short immersion
programs offer real-life communication practice and first-hand
cultural experiences.

The African L and Translation Program
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OUR INNOVATIVE APPROACH
TO LANGUAGE TEACHING

Adopting the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) approach,
our courses empower you with comprehensive communicative
competence, including cultural and functional aspects.

Our instructors integrate diverse strategies from leading second-
language teaching methodologies, ensuring a well-rounded learning
experience. Cultural awareness and multimedia teaching materials
are integral to our curriculum, as we continue to build a state-of-the-
art language lab and resource center for technological support.

The Institute offers group language courses, both in-person

and online, with late afternoon classes to accommodate students
and professionals.

Language Courses



LANGUAGES OFFERED

Amharic

Communicate in Amharic, spoken by over 40 million people

in Ethiopia, utilized in government and transcending regional
boundaries, with its unique writing system comprising 256 syllabic
letters flowing from left to right. Amharic is a valuable tool not only
for Ethiopians but also for international non-profit groups, diplomats,
advisors, and scholars in anthropology, geology, biology, history,
archaeology, and linguistics who work in Ethiopia and seek language
training in Ambharic.

Arabic

Master Arabic, a global language of diplomacy and culture,

the official language in the UAE and in nations across the Arab world
and in multiple African countries. Spoken in 22 Middle-Eastern
countries with a population of about 250 million and used in
numerous non-Arab Muslim countries with a billion people, Arabic

is indispensable for Islamic studies, comparative theology, Middle-
Eastern studies, international law, political sciences, and international
business due to its fast growth and UN recognition.

The African L and Translation Program
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Hausa

Discover Hausa, a crucial indigenous language in West and Central
Africa, with around 150 million native speakers and 60 million
second-language users. Hausa, which uses the Latin script, possesses
a rich literary tradition dating back to the Middle Ages and features
prominently in international radio broadcasts, including West African
Radio, Voice of America, British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC),
Duetsche Welle Germany, Radio Moscow, and Radio Beijing. Its value
extends beyond cultural enrichment; Hausa proficiency is invaluable
to professionals, researchers, and fields requiring insights into West
and Central Africa.

Kiswabhili (Swahili)

Embrace Kiswahili, the lingua franca of East and Central Africa. As an
official language of the African Union and the sole African language
in the UN's Directorate of Global Communications, Kiswahili not only
opens doors for scholars in fields such as linguistics, anthropology,
geography, archaeology, and sociology but also fosters cultural
exchange, diplomatic engagement, and global understanding.

Join over 200 million speakers worldwide in learning this language,
enriched by Arabic influence and shaped by its history as a trade
language and a vehicle for anti-colonial liberation.

Language Courses



MEET OUR FACULTY

The African L

and Tr.

Learn Amharic with
Binyam Sisay Mendisu, Professor
of African Languages and Linguistics

Ph.D. Linguistics, University of Oslo,
Norway

Binyam is a native speaker of Amharic and has
experience in teaching Amharic as a foreign
language and developing supporting teaching
materials including dictionaries. He was Associate
Professor and founding Dean of Humanities
(2010-2012) at Addis Ababa University (AAU).

As an education specialist in UNESCO-IICBA
between 2016-2021, he worked on mother tongue
education and teacher policy developments in
Uganda, the Seychelles, Burundi, Malawi and
Mozambique. He also led various projects and
initiatives related to linguistic capacity building and
early childhood education. Currently, he sits on the
Steering Committee of African Science Leadership
Program (ASLP), University of Pretoria, South Africa
and is a fellow of the International Science Council
(ISC). He holds dual roles as an Associate Professor
of African Languages and Linguistics and Associate
Director of The Africa Institute.

ion Program
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Our language courses are led by experienced instructors, each an
expert in their respective languages and passionate about imparting
linguistic and cultural knowledge.

Language Courses

Learn Arabic with
Bilal Al-Omar, Senior Lecturer

Ph.D. Arabic Language, The World
Islamic Sciences and Education
University, Jordan

Bilal Al-Omar is a senior lecturer of Arabic in the
African Languages and Translation Program at

the Africa Institute. Prior to this role, Al-Omar was

a Lecturer of Arabic Language and Literature at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York (2017 to 2022).
He has taught a diverse range of courses at Cornell
University including Modern Arabic Literature,
Current Events in Arabic Media, Elementary

Arabic I/ll, Intermediate Arabic I/ll, and Advanced
Arabic I/Il. Additionally, he has developed a new
Modern Arabic Literature curriculum for non-native
speakers of Arabic and served as the coordinator
of the Elementary Arabic class. He has worked and
been affiliated with Jerash University, Jordan as an
Assistant Professor of Comparative and Modern
Arabic Literature teaching courses in Comparative
Literature in Arabic, Modern Arabic Poetry, and
Modern Arabic Prose. Additionally, he served as the
coordinator of the Academic Quality Department at
the Faculty of Arts at Jerash University. Currently,
Al-Omar is working on a website dedicated to
teaching modern Arabic literature to non-Arabic
speakers as well as curating a dictionary with over
10,000 keywords.



MEET OUR FACULTY

The African L and Tr:

Learn Hausa with
Aliyu Mustapha Lawal, Lecturer

MA, Arabic Literature and Criticism,
Al Azhar University, Egypt

Lawal is a Lecturer of Hausa and Arabic in the
African Languages and Translation program. He
worked as a Hausa lecturer at the Faculty of African
Postgraduate Studies at Cairo University from 2014
to 2021. Additionally, he is the author of several
publications in Arabic poetry, the Hausa language,
and translation. Lawal has also worked as a translator,
news editor, and broadcaster at the National Media
Authority in Maspero, Egypt, from 2020 to 2021.

He has made appearances on literary and cultural
TV shows in the UAE and Egypt and has published
numerous articles and poems in magazines such

as Al Qawafee magazine in Sharjah, The Magazine
of Arabic Language Academy in Sharjah, Al Azhar
Magazine in Egypt, and One Million Poet Magazine in
Abu Dhabi. As a poet, he has actively participated in
several competitions and festivals of Arabic poetry,
including the "Rabat International Book Fair" in
Morocco in 2022, "The Prince of Poets Competition"
in Abu Dhabi in 2021, the "Sharjah Poetic Festival"
in Sharjah in 2019, and the "Luxor Poetic Festival" in
Egyptin 2016.

ion Program

guag

Language Courses

Learn Kiswalhili with
Meg Arenberg, Assistant Professor
of Comparative Literature

Ph.D. Comparative Literature,
Indiana University, Bloomington,
US.A

Arenberg has taught and tutored Kiswabhili language
at all levels to students of all ages and in a variety

of settings over the last fifteen years, including
courses for undergraduate and graduate students
at Yale University, Indiana University, and Princeton
University. As a scholar of 20th and 21st-century
African literatures, she also teaches courses in literary
and cultural studies and translation. Prior to joining
the Africa Institute she held a postdoctoral research
fellowship in the Department of African, Middle
Eastern, and South Asian Languages and Literatures
at Rutgers University in New Jersey, USA.



PROGRAM POLICIES
AND TERMS

Our policies cover attendance, active participation, age
requirements, grading, and progression to advanced levels.

(a) Attendance Policy

Regular attendance is crucial for student success in all classes.

All students are expected to attend class punctually. You may have
up to 5 hours of absence without affecting your grade. If your total
absence reaches 10 hours (33.3% of the 8-week course), the institute
reserves the right to withdraw you from the class. We understand
that emergencies can arise, and we empathize with such situations.
If you encounter an emergency, please email your instructor in
advance to request an excused absence.

(b) Participation

Instructors will use a participation rubric to assess students'
engagement in group classes. This assessment covers student
preparation, in-class participation, and the use of the target language
during each term. These criteria gauge student involvement in the
communicative approach within the classroom. The rubric ensures
that students actively practice speaking, listening, reading,

and writing in the target language, while also fulfilling homework
and exam requirements.

(c) Minimum Age Policy

To attend any language class at The Africa Institute, students must
be at least 18 years old. However, individuals aged 15 to 17

can participate in a group language class if they provide signed
approval from a parent or guardian or a signed letter of approval
from their school.

The African L and Translation Program
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(d) Grades and Transition to Next Level

The institute's policy for assessing student progress is based on
grades. To pass the course and qualify for higher-level courses,
students need to achieve a final grade of at least C (50%) or higher.
Instructors keep a record of all student grades throughout the term
and assign a final grade at the end of the class.

Attendance 15%
Class Participation 15%
Homework 20%
Tests and Midterm 30%
End of Course Assessment/Final Exam 20%
Total 100%

Language Courses



FEE STRUCTURE
AND REFUND POLICY

Our tuition fees are the same for all languages, and our refund policy
is structured to accommodate various situations, prioritizing fairness
and transparency.

Tuition fee

Fee Breakdown Price Notes

Paid during registration

Application Fee HDDAED) to the course

Tuition Fee per 30hrs 600AED*

* 10% discount available for students who register one level course of 60hrs or more

* 10% discount also available for families registering multiple family members

Refund Policy

Refunds will be processed upon receiving a written request from
the student. Refunds will be issued within 45 to 60 days from the
date of receiving the refund application. Please see below for refund
amounts in different scenarios:

—  Full refund for course and registration fees if the institute cancels
the class or students withdraw before the start date.

—  50% refund of the course fee for withdrawals before the
second week.

The African L and Translation Program
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ON COMPLETION OF
THIS PROGRAM,
YOU WILL ACQUIRE:

— Language Proficiency
Develop the skills to speak, read, and write an African language,
enabling effective communication with native speakers
and enriching your understanding of authentic texts from
the target culture.

—  Cultural Understanding
Immerse yourself in the vibrant cultural landscapes of the
African continent, fostering cultural sensitivity and creating
opportunities for engagement with diverse communities.

— Global Career Opportunities
Gain a valuable skill that enhances your career prospects.
Language proficiency is highly sought after in various
professional fields, including translation and interpretation,
international relations, social services, and business.

— Certification
Upon successful completion, you will receive recognized
certificates from The Africa Institute, licensed by the Sharjah
Private Education Authority (SPEA).

Language Courses
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For enrollment details and inquiries, reach us at

CONTACT US
languages@theafricainstitute.org
Scan to learn more and enroll in
our African Language Courses!
WO@®
THEAFRICAINSTITUTE.ORG

Location Map




